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2018
Reporting Year: ___________________

Background: Cook County and participating municipalities in the county developed a hazard mitigation plan
to reduce risk from all hazards by identifying resources, information, and strategies for risk reduction. The
federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires state and local governments to develop hazard mitigation
plans as a condition for federal disaster grant assistance. To prepare the plan, the participating partners organized
resources, assessed risks from natural hazards within the county, developed planning goals and objectives,
reviewed mitigation alternatives, and developed an action plan to address probable impacts from natural hazards.
By completing this process, these jurisdictions maintained compliance with the Disaster Mitigation Act, achieving
eligibility for mitigation grant funding opportunities afforded under the Robert T. Stafford Act. The Annex can be
viewed on-li ne at:
http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/

Summary Overview of the Plan's Progress: The performance period for the Hazard Mitigation
Plan became effective on September 26, 2014, with the final approval of the plan by FEMA. The initial performance
period for this plan will be 5 years, with an anticipated update to the plan to occur before September 2019. As of
the reporting period, the following overall action plan progress can be reported. Please see Hazard Mitigation
Action Plan Matrix Table in Annex:
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22
___out
of ___actions
(____%)
were reported as being complete.

0
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0
___out
of ___actions
(____%)
reported no action taken.
15
68
22
_____
out of _____actions
( _____%)
reported ongoing

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to provide an annual update on the implementation of the action plan
identified in the Cook County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The objective is to ensure that there is
a continuing and responsive planning process that will keep the Hazard Mitigation Plan dynamic and responsive to
the needs and capabilities of the partner jurisdictions. This report discusses the following:
 Natural hazard events that have occurred within the last year
 Changes in risk exposure within the planning area (all of Cook County) Mitigation success stories
 Review of the action plan
 Changes in capabilities that could impact plan implementation
 Recommendations for changes/enhancement.

The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee: The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee,
made up of planning partners and stakeholders within the planning area, reviewed and approved this progress report at
its annual meeting held in fall of the reporting year. It was determined through the plan's development process that a
steering committee would remain in service to oversee maintenance of the plan. At a minimum, the Steering Committee
will provide technical review and oversight on the development of the annual progress report. It is anticipated that there
will be turnover in the membership annually, which will be documented in the progress reports. For this reporting period,
the Steering Committee membership is as indicated in Table 1.

Table 1
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Alexander-Maxie, Yvette
Cosme, Michael
Doughtie, Matt
Fisher, Rich (alternate)
Frum, Sandra
Haywood, Dave
Kay, Ray (alternate)
McNeils, John
Nowicki, Kimberly
Osman, Paul
Ryan, Gene
Schaefer, John
Schnoes, Kevin
Tocci, Dominic

Manager, External Relations
Senior Civil Engineer

Red Cross

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Sr. Emergency Management Coordinator

City of Chicago Office of Emergency Management and Communications

Senior Civil Engineer
Village President
Operations Section Chief
Intelligence Branch Chief
Project Engineer/ Township Liaison
Regional Planner
Chief
Chief of Planning
Director
Deputy Director
Deputy Director

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Northwest Municipal Conference
MABAS
MABAS
Cook County Transportation and Highways Department
Cook County Department of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management

Statewide Floodplain Section Illinois Office of Water Resources
Cook County Department of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management

Public Works Village of Homewood
Cook County Department of Environmental Control
Cook County Department of Planning and Development

Natural Hazard Events within the Planning Area: During the reporting period, there were (__)
#
natural hazard events in the planning area that had a measurable impact on people or property. A summary
of these events is as follows:

Since September 2014, there have been no FEMA Disaster Declaration issued in Cook
County. Several severe storms did occur during this reporting period, but the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago's (MWRD) infrastructure and equipment were
not impacted by those events. During the reporting period, MWRD performed general
maintenance repairs and capital improvements to our infrastructure and equipment. MWRD is
also designing, constructing, and investing in capital improvement projects that help reduce
flooding for other planning partners within the Cook County Hazard Mitigation Plan area.

Mitigation Success Stories: (Insert brief overview of mitigation accomplishmen ts during the
reporting period)

Below are weblinks to some mitigation success stories posted by Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago's Public Affairs Office. The same stories are also
enclosed as PDF attachments for this report.
12/18/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2017/17_1218_Cherry_Creek_HF_progress.pdf
12/07/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2017/17_1207_McCook_Ribbon_Cutting_Ceremony.pdf
04/11/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2017/17_0411_RestoreTheCanopy_Kickoff_EarthArborDays.pdf
04/05/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2017/17_0405_IAFSM_Award_StormwaterStudy.pdf
3/27/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2017/17_0327_Niles_Ribbon_Cutting.pdf
01/10/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2017/17_0110_Wadsworth_Space_to_Grow_Time_Lapse.pdf
11/15/17:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2016/16_1115_Wescott_Park_Northbrook.pdf
11/08/16:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2016/16_1108_SpacetoGrow_Ribbon_Cuttings.pdf
10/31/16:
http://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/News&Media/Newsroom/Medi
a/Press_Releases/2016/16_1031_Tree_Initiative.pdf

Review of the Action Plan: Table 2 reviews the action plan, reporting the status of each action. Reviewers of
this report should refer to the Hazard Mitigation Plan for more detailed descriptions of each action and the prioritization
process. Action items are located in table Hazard Mitigation Action Plan Matrix of your Annex. You can retrieve your
annex at http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/hazard-mitigation-plan
Address the following in the "status" column of the following table:





Was any element of the action carried out during the reporting period?
If no action was completed, why?
Is the timeline for implementation or the action still appropriate?
If the action was completed, does it need to be changed or removed from the action plan?

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#1

— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#2

— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#3

— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#4

— MWRD

Reduce flooding and improve Chicagoland’s water quality by completing the Tunnel and Reservoir Plan. The completion of Thornton Reservoir
will provided 4.8 billion gallons of storage for combined sewers, and an additional 3.1 Billion Gallons for flood relief from the Thornton River.
When complete, the Thornton Reservoir will provide 7.9 billion gallons of storage. The Thornton Reservoir is planned to be completed in 2015.

Thornton Reservoir was completed and placed in service in 2015. This
action item can be removed from MWRD's action plan during the next C
update of the HMP.
Reduce flooding and improve Chicagoland’s water quality by completing the Tunnel and
Reservoir Plan. The completion of Phase I of McCook Reservoir will provide 3.5 billion gallons of storage for
combined sewers. Stage I of the McCook Reservoir is planned to be completed in 2017.

Stage I of the McCook Reservoir was placed in service in 2017. This
action item can be removed from MWRD's action plan during the next
update of the HMP.

C

Reduce flooding and improve Chicagoland’s water quality by completing the Tunnel and Reservoir Plan. The completion of Stage II of McCook Reservoir
will provide an additional 6.5 billion gallons of storage for combined sewers. When complete, the McCook reservoir will provide a total of 10.0 billion
gallons. Stage II of the McCook Reservoir is planned to be completed in 2029.

Construction of Stage II of the McCook Reservoir is still planned to be
completed in 2029. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still O
appropriate.
Implementation and enforcement of the Watershed Management Ordinance for Cook
County.
In 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017, MWRD respectively issued 424, 482, 486, and 528 WMO permits. As

Status Description: a result of WMO enforcement, approximately 38 million gallons (MG) of green infrastructure volume,
Yes

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

Action Item Description

O

380 MG of stormwater detention volume, and 5 MG of compensatory storage volume have been
provided. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#5

— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

# 6 — MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#7

— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#8

— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#9

— MWRD

Action Item Description

Reduce flooding by designing and implementing flood control projects approved and
budgeted by the District’s Board of Commissioners.

MWRD has completed 4 Phase I Flood Control Projects since
September 2014. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still
appropriate.

MWRD has completed 5 Phase I Streambank Stabilization Projects
since September 2014. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is O
still appropriate.
Reduce flooding, basement backups, and combined sewer overflows by developing
guidelines and framework for the District’s Green Infrastructure Program. The guidelines will help with
designing, implementing, and promoting green infrastructure.

MWRD has completed 18 Green Infrastructure Projects since
September 2014. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still
appropriate.

O

Continue to work with the Watershed Planning Councils
MWRD meet quarterly with the Water Planning Councils (WPC) to provide updates on our Capital
Improvement Projects, Small Stream Maintenance Program, Rain Barrel Program, Restore the Canopy
Program, Watershed Management Ordinance, Infiltration / Inflow Control Program . This action item is
ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.

O

Continue the Small Streams Maintenance Program to reduce potential for flooding in
urbanized areas.

O

Expand Small Streams Maintenance Program’s website content to provide educational
materials, as well as general information regarding the management of the Chicago Area Waterways System
before, during, and after a storm event.

MWRD developed a webpage ( http://gispub.mwrd.org/incidentreporting/) and an iPhone app

Status Description: called MWRD CIR to allow residents to quickly report blockages on the streams, creeks, and
Yes

O

Reduce potential to damages to structures and infrastructure by designing and
implementing stream-bank stabilization projects approved and budgeted by the District’s Board of
Commissioners

In 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017, SSMP respectively removed 21,895 cubic yards
Status Description: (CY), 23,678 CY, 26,016 CY, and 21,043 CY of debris from the streams, creeks,
and rivers. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.
Yes
# 10 — MWRD

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

O

rivers to SSMP. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# 11 — MWRD

Action Item Description
Reduce flooding by continuing to seek and support funding partnership opportunities for
projects to address flooding.

MWRD continues to seek and support partnerships for projects to address
Status Description: flooding with municipalities, county, govermental agencies, and non-govermental
organizations. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.
Yes
# 12 — MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

# 13 — MWRD

Status Description:

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

O

Continue to update and improve the District’s existing critical infrastructure and
facilities to mitigate against natural hazards through the capital improvement program.
MWRD is regularly updating existing critical infrastructure and facilities
O
to mitigate against natural hazards through our capital improvement
program. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.

Integrate goals and objectives of the Cook County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan into
existing and future MWRD project and planning actions.

This action item is ongoing, and the time frame is still appropriate.

O

Yes

# 14 — MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

# 15 — MWRD

Continue to initiate preliminary design, final design, or construction of Stormwater Phase
II projects.
MWRD has completed 16 Phase II since September 2014. We also accepted
O
20 additional Phase II Projects into MWRD’s Phase II Program in 2018.
This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.
Continue the ongoing process of updating existing plans and procedures to mitigate
against all hazards, and continue to develop new plans and procedures to mitigate new hazards.

MWRD continues to update existing plans and procedures to mitigate against
Status Description: all hazards, and continue to develop new plans and procedures to mitigate
Yes

# 16 — MWRD

Continue to support the countywide initiatives identified in this plan.
MWRD continues to supports the countywide initiatives identified in this

Status Description: Cook County HMP. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still
Yes

O

new hazards. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is still appropriate.

O

appropriate.

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

# 17 — MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

#

New— MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

# New — MWRD

Action Item Description

Actively participate in the plan maintenance strategy identified in this plan.
MWRD continues to actively participate with the plan maintenance for
the Cook County HMP. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is O
still appropriate.
Reduce flooding and improve Chicagoland’s water quality by continuing to use the 4.5 billion gallons
Thornton Transitional Reservoir for additional storage of floodwater from Thorn Creek through 2020.
In April 2015, MWRD was granted an extension to its easement with Hanson Material
Service Corporation to continue to use the 4.5 billion gallon Thornton Transitional Reservoir
for storage of floodwater from Thorn Creek through 2020. This new action item is ongoing,
and the timeline is appropriate.

Status Description:

N

Address repetitive losses to properties in high flood risk areas throughout the District’s jurisdictional boundaries
through the development and implementation of a voluntary flood prone property acquisition program.

MWRD has assisted local communities/agencies in acquiring 57 floodprone properties
Status Description: since the inception of the floodprone property acquisition program in 2014. MWRD
continues to provide funding support to local sponsor agencies to acquire flood prone
Yes
properties. This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is appropriate.

# New — MWRD

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

N

Reduce flooding by developing stormwater master plans for subwatersheds,
sewer-sheds, or municipalities.

This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is appropriate.

N

Yes

# New — MWRD

Status Description:
Yes

# New — MWRD

Status Description:

Reduce flooding by distributing free or low cost rain barrels to residents of Cook County.

Through December 2017, approximately 131,555 MWRD rain barrels
N
have been distributed in communities across Cook County. This action
item is ongoing, and the timeline is appropriate.
Reduce flooding by distributing free trees to residents of Cook County.

In 2016 and 2017, MWRD has distributed approximately 42,000 trees. N
This action item is ongoing, and the timeline is appropriate.

Yes

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

TABLE 2
ACTION PLAN MATRIX
Action Number
Action Taken Y/N

#

Action Item Description

Status (X,
O, C, R, N)

—

Status Description:

Status

Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

#

—

Status

Status Description:
Action Taken?

C = Project Completed

Completion status legend:
N = New
O = Action ongoing toward completion
R = Want Removed from Annex
X = No action taken

Public review notice: The contents of this report are considered to be public knowledge and have been prepared
for total public disclosure. Copies of the report have been provided to the governing boards of all planning
partners and to local media outlets and the report is posted on the Cook County hazard mitigation website.
Any questions or comments regarding the contents of this report should be directed to the primary and
alternate points of contact:
Michael Cosme, P.E., CFM
Senior Civil Engineer
111 East Erie
Chicago, Illinois 60611
312-751-3092
michael.cosme@mwrd.org

Catherine A. O'Connor, Ph.D., P.E.
Director of Engineering
100 East Erie
Chicago, Illinois 60611
312-751-7905

catherine.o'connor@mwrd.org

